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Chairmanôs Report 2009/2010 
Prepared by Paul Willsteed, Chairman 
 
It has been fourteen years since NICA was formed in 1996. In that time we have seen many 
changes both in the physical and political environment surrounding the Noosa River, 
however, with all these changes our community based organisation continues to work 
towards conserving and enhancing the Noosa River Catchment. 
 
The first thing I want to do is congratulate everyone involved with NICA with our very well 
deserved win of the Community Achievement in this yearôs Sunshine Coast Environment 
Councilôs Froggy Awards  
 
Ongoing support from the Sunshine Coast Regional Council has enabled us to keep the 
door open and provide a base to support our projects.    
 
New projects this year have been;  

 Marine Biodiversity Project, 

 Eco Flicks,  

 Eumundi Market Litter Education and Green Corner 

 River to Sea   
 
Ongoing projects include;  

 Stormwater Monitoring and Education 

 River Education (RiverWatch),  

 Fishing Line Recovery Bin Project 

 Johns Landing 

 Seagrass Monitoring, 

 Contract Water Testing  

 Waste Wise Schools Initiative/Keep Our Biosphere Beautiful,  

 What Local Native Plant project and website 

 Clean Up Australia Day.   

 Noosaôs Native Plants/Grasses (Publications) 

 Websites ï Noosa Native Plants, NICA, Wastewise Schools.  
 
And not forgetting the bushland care groups at; Heritage Park, Sunshine Beach, and North 
Peregian, and the SCRC Arthur Harrold Nature Refuge. 
 
I would like to recognise a fantastic effort from our Executive, special thanks to Tony and 
Stephanie Haslam, who both put in an effort well above and beyond the call of duty. Thanks 
are also due to Ron Williams, Shirley Williamson and Ben McMullen for their valuable input.  
 
Thanks also to all staff involved in our Catchment group for their commitment and 
professional running of NICAôs projects;  Catherine and Wendy for their passion and 
dedication to their project work and Gillian who keeps us, our office, and our finances, on an 
even keel and without whom life would be impossible for us all.   
 
This year we welcome Maree Prior on board as Project Development Officer; she is 
preparing funding applications and looking at our Strategy Review to guide the future 
direction of our Organisation.  Serena Lucrezi, who has completed her doctorate recently, 
has also joined our team and is currently updating the Seagrass data with the help of 
volunteers, and will be working on other projects as they arise. 
 
I would also like to thank Tara Kingsbury who left us earlier this year.  Tara worked on some 
really great projects for NICA including the SEQ Catchment funded project at Johns Landing 
and installing the telescope.  Tara is now working for Healthy Waterways. 
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Catherine Cheung is leaving NICA to live in New Zealand, with husband Lyndon and 
daughter Kim.  This is a great loss to NICA as Catherine has been quite inspirational during 
her three years with NICA.  However, it is not all doom and gloom as Catherine will stay in 
contact with NICA, and will only be away for 5 months in the first instance. 
 
Without our volunteers, both out there on the ground (or often in the river), and serving on 
the committee and as members and sector reps NICA could not exist. Noosa Riverôs 
environmental health would not be as good as it is without the efforts of our volunteer river 
rangers, our bushland care groups and seagrass watchers. (Thatôs not saying there couldnôt 
be improvement, but it could be a lot worse). 

 

Treasurers Report 2009 / 2010 
Prepared by Tony Haslam, Treasurer 

 
The 2009 / 2010 year has been a very successful one for NICA, both from the point of view 
of project work, and financial outcomes. 
 
Total income for year was $179,155.13 which includes some amounts carried forward from 
the previous year.  This figure is $21,790.70 less than the previous year.  Expenditure for the 
year was $178,126.74 which is $15,196.04 less than the previous year.   
 
NICA finished the year with a small surplus of $1,028.39. 
 
Our income is derived largely from grants and our major benefactors are the Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council through their Community Partnerships program and Community Grants 
program.  The Federal Government also provided us with funding through their óCaring for 
our Countryô and this mainly goes to community based Bushland Care groups, and also an 
administration grant to Voluntary Environment and Heritage Organisations.   
 
South East Queensland Catchments also provide valuable assistance with funding and óIn 
kindô support and Susie Chapman is a great NICA supporter.  There is also some fee for 
service income derived from water testing, and Eumundi Markets.  The Norman Wettenhall 
Foundation co-funded the Marine Biodiversity Project through Catherine Cheungôs efforts, 
and the Queensland State Government (DERM) provided funding for EcoFlicks. 
 
Appendix A contains our bank balances and project balances to the end of October 2010.  
For the financial year, the auditors Detailed Profit and Loss Statement, Profit and Loss 
Statement, and Detailed Balance Sheet are also included. 
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Project Reports 

Keep Our Biosphere Beautiful (KOBB) 
Prepared by Catherine Cheung and Wendy May 
 
This is an extension of the Waste Wise Schools Initiative (WWSI) previously focusing on 
helping schools reduce their waste to landfill. The dedicated WWSI website is still up and 
available for public access. It remains a useful resource for schools and new resources have 
been added to the site, including winning poems on litter and waste (see left photo below of 
winners from Good Shepherd Lutheran College).  
 
With a shift of focus to the wider community, NICA inputs for local schools have been limited 
to where relationships have been built. E.g. Sunshine Beach State High School (SBSHS) 
which launched a range of activities concerning litter (& crow) and waste at the start of Oct 
2010, and Pomona State School with its Aluminium can collection program (right photo 
below).The latter has been a real success, with students bringing cans from home to be 
recycled, and proceeds from sales of the metal funded a school excursion. NICAôs support 
for schools has been very well received, as reflected in various communications from 
teachers and parents to Wendy and me. 
  

 
 
The main objective of KOBB is to ñchampionò and support local communities and 
businesses that are keen to reduce waste / litter and work towards sustainability. So far the 
focus has been on local markets. Yet opportunities exist with other businesses and 
community groups, such as tourism, retail and sporting clubs, etc. E.g. the Global Village 
Language Centre (left photo below), Boreen Point Campground and the Noosa Sea Scouts.  
 
Our initial support to Eumundi Market has leveraged funding from the market itself to 
engage NICA in improving its waste management and promoting sustainability.  
 
For the Noosa Farmers Market, a draft one paged waste reduction action plan (WRAP) has 
been prepared and reviewed by the market manager. Observational surveys indicated that 
there is already a noticeable ñcultureò / habit among market patrons to use reusable carry 
bags or trolleys instead of plastic bags (right photo below). Thereôs an initial agreement that 
reusable shopping bags will be purchased by the market to launch their ñPlastic Bag Freeò ï 
ñBYO Bagsò campaign. The market manager is also supportive of reducing pre-packaging 
(notably kilo bags for veggies) and initiate market-wide recycling. These and other aspects of 
the WRAP need to be followed through. The manager is very keen to develop a washing up 
facilitate which would substantially reduce if not eliminate disposal food packaging. The 
Council has agreed to fund a washing up manager for six months while funding applications 
have been submitted to cover the capital costs.  
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In January, an underwater cleanup at Jew Shoal was conducted following the school 
holidays, to clear the shallow reefs of discarded fishing gear and raise awareness. Boat and 
gear was hired from Dive Noosa and 7 volunteer divers were recruited (centre photo above). 
More volunteers were on the list but had to be turned away because of limited boat capacity. 
The event received a great deal of community interest and media coverage. Council has 
allocated funding for similar events in 2011. 
  
In July 2010, the Sunshine Coast Litter Collective (SCLC) of which NICA is a member 
won Healthy Waterwaysô Grand Prize and Channel Seven Award (total $10,500). The 
Collective has since met a couple of times and formulated a draft SCLC Charter currently 
being reviewed by members. NICA will contribute to the Collectiveôs efforts as there is a lot 
of synergy which we can build on.  

 
 

Eumundi Markets Waste Minimisation Project & óGreen Cornerô. 
Prepared by Wendy May and Catherine Cheung 
 
This is a partnership programme between Eumundi Market and NICA to develop and refine 
waste management practices at the market place, and to provide environmental awareness 
raising information to market visitors.   
 
In waste management, stallholders have been interviewed to obtain base line data on 
packaging material used, and waste disposal management at the markets has been audited.  
 
The óGreen Cornerô has hosted displays from approximately five groups this year including 
Noosa District Landcare, Wilvos, Noosa Biosphere, and NICA project officers. The óGreen 
Cornerô is expanding and remains very busy. New participants are always welcome, and 
Conservation Volunteers Australia will display in December for the first time.   
 
Wendy and volunteer Rafael attended the óKids teaching Kidsô conference at Caloundra on 
the 18th of Oct. The worm farm waste stream video put together by students from Eumundi 
State School with assistance from Wendy was shown. They are now selling their worm wiz 
at the Green Corner at Eumundi Market every Wednesday.  
 
Wendy and volunteer Gabriella, accompanied Eumundi students to be interviewed on 
community radio óVoices of the Biosphereô on Friday 5 October by Michael Donovan and 
Kate English, a pod cast will be available soon via the Biosphere web site. 

 

 

 



Noosa Integrated Catchment Association Inc. -  Annual Report 2010   

Page 7 of 24 

The Fishing Line Recovery Bin Project: 
Prepared by Wendy May 
 
The fishing line recovery bin project is running smoothly. 
Even though we find all sorts of rubbish in these bins, at 
least it doesnôt make it to the ocean.  
 
The efficiency of this operation has been greatly improved 
through funding from SCRC, and this allows all bins to be 
cleared weekly, and the most heavily used bins to be 
cleared twice weekly. 
 
A bin at the Thomas St boat ramp was almost lost due to 
erosion in recent storm events, but we had the assistance 
of a volunteer who promptly shifted some rather large rocks 
around and fixed the problem. 
 
Vandalism is ongoing at the Spit with several bins being damaged. Other bins have been 
taken completely from the Tewantin boat ramp and the Thomas St boat ramp. 
 
To be able to respond quickly we now carry a stock of new parts, and currently four new bins 
are under construction. The aim is to have all bins in action before Christmas in time for the 
busy holiday season.  We are now able to replace or repair damaged or stolen bins 
immediately.  Consideration is being given to more graphic images on the bins, of injury to 
birds and turtles to perhaps reduce these injuries due to discarded fishing line. 

 
 

Contract Water Testing: 
Prepared by Wendy May 
 
This work is continuing at two major development 
sites with a total of eight monitoring points.  
 
A new contract began last quarter at the Viridian 
Resort in Noosa Heads, with seven monitoring 
points; this means that NICA now has three contract 

monitoring sites for O2
 Environmental. These three 

sites are all monitored quarterly with two events 
P/A.  
 

O2
 Environmental recently won a small business 

award at the Sunshine Coast Business award 
evening for their excellent environmental work here and around the world. 
 
 

What Local Native Plant is That?  
Prepared by Wendy May and Stephanie Haslam 
 
There are over seven schools working on óWhat Local Native Plant?ô projects this year. 
Beautiful HerbariumPLUS folders were created and much has been learnt about our local 
native plants. These folders were collected and displayed in the foyer of the Noosa Regional 
Library for the duration of the Wildflower Festival.  
 
Funding for this project has now ceased, but options are being explored to secure the future 
of the project and its direction. Much has been done in a short time with this project and 
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corporate funding is an avenue being investigated along with government grant 
opportunities. It has become clear more environmental education must be delivered in 
schools, and activities are great fun, the learning outcomes are tremendous.    
 
Maree and Wendy have met with the Endeavour Foundation in early Oct to help build 
support for a new grant application for the WLNP? project. They discussed how we can work 
with community groups and include them with environmental education, plant identification 
and knowledge building capacity.  
 
A request from Noosa Sea Scouts, via Brian Stockwell, to help with their environmental 
education program was received and acted on.  Wendy is developing a strategy in line with 
the Sea Scouts and will be working with them again soon. 
 
 

Stormwater Monitoring Project: 
Prepared by Wendy May 
 
The Stormwater Monitoring Project is carried out under contract to SCRC, 
and several outlets in the Rene St and other commercial areas of 
Noosaville, and at the end of Thomas Street.  In addition to water quality 
monitoring, we also carry out awareness raising visits to business 
operators in the area, and informative stenciling at stormwater inlet pits.  
NICA has recently been engaged to extend this program into the Cooroy 
commercial and shopping area. 
 
It seems that trash racks and gross pollutant control barriers are becoming 
problematic unless they are correctly managed.  Many seem to be failing once 
developments are aging and they become forgotten.  This is an area that NICA 
will become more involved in, and new reporting procedures developed. 
 
This trash rack (right) at Little Cove SW site is damaged and SCRC were 
notified immediately via email and picture.  This is a good example of where 
NICA staff are able to advise of damage and have it fixed as soon as possible. 

 
Plastic bags continue to be seen everywhere and the 
Cooroy site is no different to coastal areas. They are 
found in amongst the sand at Sunshine Beach, all through the 
mangroves at Eenie Creek, in bushland near the Production Street 
site and choking up the grates at most other sites. 
 

 

RiverWatch Project 
Prepared by Tony Haslam 
 
The RiverWatch project continued through the year with the boat operating almost every 
week, and the monthly water tests being carried out on all but a couple of occasions. 
 
Funding of approximately $3,700.00 was received in 2009 / 2010 from the Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council, and approximately $3,785.00  in the current financial year.  
 
Apart from water testing the RiverWatch crew did some clean up works on an ad hoc basis, 
and carried out some streambank inspections.  They also took part in Clean Up Australia 
Day and the óGreat River Sweepô,   
 


