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Chairman’s Report 
����������	

��

 
NICA moved to new premises at Noosa Marina in April this year.  From our new office, on 
the water, NICA continues to work on conserving and enhancing the Noosa River 
Catchment.   
 
Firstly I congratulate everyone involved with NICA in our extraordinary award winning efforts 
this year 

·  Finalist in the Healthy Waterways Community Award 
·  Finalist in Sunshine Coast Council Glossy Awards (Living Smart Solutions) 
·  Finalist / runner-up in the Qld Landcare Awards (Individual Volunteer) 
·  Active member of the Sunshine Coast Council Rivers Initiative, which was the Winner 

of the National River Prize.  
 
NICA became an official partner with Noosa Biosphere this year; we look forward to 
collaborating with the Biosphere on future projects.  I would especially like to thank the 
Sunshine Coast Regional Council whose ongoing support has enabled us to keep the door 
open and provide a base to support our projects.    
 
New projects for the year have been 

·  3rd edition of  Noosa’s Native Plants published 
·  Gardening in Noosa Biosphere brochure 
·  The Youth Mentoring Project 
·  Noosa Native Plants Surface Design 
·  Mangrove Watch 

 
Ongoing projects include 

·  Stormwater Monitoring and Education 
·  River Education (RiverWatch),  
·  Fishing Line Recovery Bin Project 
·  Johns Landing restoration 
·  Seagrass Monitoring, 
·  Keep Our Biosphere Beautiful,  
·  What Local Native Plant project and website 
·  Clean Up Australia Day.   
·  Noosa’s Native Plants/Grasses (Publications) 
·  Websites – Noosa Native Plants, NICA, Wastewise Schools.  

 
NICA has sponsored bushland care groups at Heritage Park, North Peregian and Sunshine 
Beach to enable them to continue doing the great work of weeding and re-planting of 
sensitive areas of vegetation. 
. 
I would like to recognise a fantastic effort from our executive, Tony and Stephanie Haslam,  
Carole Micallef, Ron Williams, Shirley Williamson and Ben McMullen, and thank them for 
their valuable input.  
 
Thanks also to all staff involved in our Catchment group for their commitment and 
professionalism in furthering of NICA’s aims.  
 
In particular to Gilllian Studdock our Administration Officer and Maree Prior our Project 
Development Officer  as well as Wendy May, Community Liaison Officer, Serena Lucrezi, 
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Seagrass Project Officer, Lidia Davidovis, Fishing Line Recovery Bins Project Officer and 
Mahdi Green Cooroy, Noosa Stormwater Project Officer. 
 
Without our volunteers, out there on the ground, serving on the committee, our members 
and sector reps, NICA could not exist. Noosa River’s environmental health is improved by all 
your efforts.  
 
And special thanks to Noosa Ferry for sponsoring our AGM on the river again this year, it’s a 
great way to end the year! 
�

Secretary’s Report 
��
���������
��

My first year as Secretary for NICA has been an interesting and enjoyable one.  My partner 
David Lewis and I moved to Noosa from Victoria in March 2010 and we had already decided 
that NICA was the organisation we would become involved in.   We value the beauty of the 
area and understand the importance of maintaining the environment.  We also appreciate 
the history that has made Noosa the place it is and wish to protect this area for the future.   

Our first activity was to become River Rangers and we obtained our boat licenses and learnt 
how to launch the boat and undertake a range of activities from rubbish collection, water 
testing and river monitoring.   

Next we discovered the joys of Sea Grass monitoring and measuring under the talented 
watch of Dr Serena and learnt the value of sea grass as an indicator of the health of the 
river.  

On to Mangrove Watch - a partnership project with University of Queensland - and the 
chance to learn how to film and record the state of the mangroves that line the river.  Data 
will be analysed by the University and form an on-going record of this important system. 

We also took a pontoon over to the North Shore twice to undertake week eradication and I 
must admit that, what looked like an impossible job on the first visit, proved to be very 
successful on our return with the Singapore Daisy almost eradicated from the weeding area.  

We have undertaken a number of events with the NICA tent and handed out information to 
the community.  A highlight for me was speaking on behalf of NICA at the launch of the 
Healthy Waterways Report Card which showed an improvement in water quality in the 
Noosa Catchment. 

As Secretary I have enjoyed the regular meetings and the chance to get to know the staff 
and the committee who form a talented and dedicated group.   This year we have enjoyed a 
number of successes that have provided well-earned recognition for NICA and reflect the 
dedication of everyone involved.  The executive is currently developing a new policy for 
volunteering, work placement of students and employment which will guide our future 
operations. 

The strengths of NICA are that it is a small, flexible, adaptable and open organisation that is 
ready to embrace new opportunities and welcome in new members and staff while ever 
watchful for funding opportunities.  Our partnership with Sunshine Coast Council is essential 
to our success and provides importance connections into the areas of common interest.  

There is plenty of room in NICA to learn new skills, meet new friends and make a 
contribution.  Volunteers who want to play a role are always welcome to drop into the office 
or ring one of the executive to find out how they can help.  Thank you to everyone who has 
helped NICA in 2011.  
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Treasurers Report  
 Tony Haslam 
  
The 2010 / 2011 year has again been a very successful one for NICA, both from the point of 
view of project work, and financial outcomes. 

Total income for year was $308,818.92 which includes amounts carried forward from the 
previous year (and is reduced by amounts going forward). This figure is $129,663.79 more 
than the previous year. Expenditure for the year was $306,860.89 which is $128,734.15 
more than the previous year.  

NICA finished the year with a small surplus of $1,958.03.  

Our ‘income’ is derived from grants except for books sales of ‘Noosa’s Native Plants’ and 
‘Grasses’ and our major local benefactor is the Sunshine Coast Regional Council through 
their Community Partnerships program and Community Grants program. This Community 
Partnerships program is funded through Council’s Environment Levy and covers our 
operating expenses and ongoing project work such as River Education, Seagrass 
monitoring, Keep Our Biosphere Beautiful and Fishing Line Recovery Bins, and for the year 
2010/2011 we received $86,110 from them, however the multiplier effect through projects 
facilitated by NICA represents a significant benefit. 

The Federal Government also provides funding through their ‘Caring for our Country� 
program which goes to community based Bushland Care groups, and this includes projects 
at Sunshine Beach, Heritage Park, North Peregian, and this year a major weed eradication 
job at Noosa North Shore which includes land in the Bill Huxley Nature refuge. We also 
obtained CfoC funding for the Mangrove Watch (Noosa River) program 

We also receive a small grant to Voluntary Environment and Heritage Organisations.  

A new project initiated by Maree Prior, ’Youth Mentoring – Sunshine Beach’, was funded 
through a DERM (QLD) program in the amount of $10,829  

South East Queensland Catchments provides valuable assistance with funding and ‘In kind��
support and Susie Chapman is a great NICA supporter. There is also some fee for service 
income derived from water testing, and Eumundi Markets.  

The Eumundi and District Historical Association provided $2,000 in funding to sponsor the 
major awards for EcoFlicks 2011 and this was greatly appreciated.  

A significant event for NICA was the change of premises from Thomas Street to Noosa 
Marina.  While the new premises are smaller in area the move has proved to be a good one 
from the point of view of exposure and improved work environment.  The primary motive for 
moving however was cost saving, and while we were only in our new premises for 3 months 
the rental cost of combine office and storage shed was down approximately $1,300 on 2010.  
The once only removal costs were $3,402.93. 

The auditors report is not included in this year’s annual report, but a copy is available for 
perusal. 
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Project Reports 
�

Keep Our Biosphere Beautiful (KOBB) 
Maree Prior 
 
The main objective of KOBB is to “champion” and support local communities and businesses 
Who are keen to reduce waste / litter and work towards sustainability. While NICA project 
officers came up with some great ideas, in reality they have been very difficult to implement, 
being dependent on active partners and obtaining a washing up trailer.  
 
After 3 grant applications, the trailer has not been funded, but SCC agreed to direct their 
cash component to the very successful Fishing Line Recovery Bin Project. 
 
Two promotional awareness raising banners “About NICA” and “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” 
have been produced to complement our public displays and information brochures at events. 
 
 

  
 
 
In October, an underwater cleanup at Noosa Woods foreshore was conducted following the 
settling floodwaters and number of well attended events at the Woods, to check the 
condition of the area and raise awareness. 9 volunteers including 5 divers participated.  
The event was registered as a “Clean up Australia” day and future dives should be 
registered wiith Project AWARE. http://www.projectaware.org/�
 

 
Overall, the sea floor was mostly clear of rubbish, which is 
more than we could say about the 
picnic table area with the seemingly ever-present cigarette 
butt!  Diver Josh filmed the action, which can be seen at; 
 
http://www.underseaproductions.com/blog/video-noosa-river-
underwater-cleanup 
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The Fishing Line Recovery Bin Project 
Lidia Davidovics 
 
This has been a big year for NICA as well as our Fishing Line Recovery Bin Project.  NICA 
has relocated from a little tucked away office on Thomas Street to our current river-side 
locale, which has allowed us to enjoy greater exposure to potential volunteers – not to 
mention the proximity to the river we are all so keen to protect!  

       

                                                                                             

The Fishing Line Recovery Bins Project started out this year with a total of 21 bins in use 
around the Noosa area.  By reinstalling bins in several originally approved locations, and 
following through with a promise for 2 bins at John’s Landing Campground, this number was 
increased to 28.  A public awareness campaign was undertaken, which included the 
production and distribution of posters and brochures to key fishing-related businesses, other 
Noosa locations, and fishing public.  This was followed closely by a proposed increase in 
both the yearly budget and the number of bins within the project area, which was approved 
by Sunshine Coast Council.  This means that we will be finishing the year with 40 bins in use 
in the Noosa area. 

As of 23 November, 2011, 6 of 12 newly approved bins had been installed and available for 
use for approximately one week.  Despite having not specifically promoted their locations, 
these 6 new bins were already showing considerable use by the fishing public, with the first 
round of maintenance revealing bin contents from 50% to 75% of total capacity on average.  
Furthermore, the contents, on average were about 95% fishing waste related.   

The Fishing Line Recovery Bins Project is showing great promise for growth, continued 
increase in support both by the business community and the general public.  This may be 
the end of a year, but it is only the beginning of great and wonderful things to come – both 
for NICA in our new location, and for our revitalized Fishing Line Recovery Bins Project. 

 
�
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Stormwater Monitoring Project: 
Maree Prior 
 

 
The Stormwater Monitoring Project is carried out under contract to 
Sunshine Coast Council (SCRC), and in addition to water quality 
testing, NICA also carried out awareness raising visits to business 
operators in the Noosa and Cooroy commercial and light industrial 
areas, including surveys, stencilling at stormwater inlet pits and a 2 
week display and talks at Cooroy Library to celebrate World Water 
Day.  
 
 We completed these two programs in July, and were awarded 

finalist in the 2011 Healthy Waterways Awards for our efforts. Our contract has been 
continued, but this year we will be focusing on weed control and monitoring around some 
outlets as well as water testing. 
 

                  

 
 
 
Noosa River Seagrass Watch (SGW) �
Serena Lucrezi  
 
I became the project officer for the Noosa River Seagrass Monitoring Programme on the 12th 
October 2010.  Since the beginning of my role, I have monitored the river three times: 
between November and December 2010; between March and June 2011; and between 
September and November 2011.   

Monitoring is always done according to the 
SeagrassWatch (www.seagrasswatch.org) 
methodology.  This is to ensure standardization 
of data (which is also added to the global 
database).  All monitoring data and photos are 
sent to the SGW headquarters in Cairns on a 
regular basis in hard copy and electronic form, 
at the end of each monitoring round.  
Monitoring is expected to be done two to three 
times a year.   

 

Although SGW has all data from Noosa until present, these are currently still in a queue to 
be added to the global database.  Hopefully Noosa will soon be on the map. 
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Mangrove Watch P roject
Maree Prior 

The Noosa River Mangrove Watch Project, 
funded by CfoC Community Action Grants 
(CAG) was introduced to the community in 
February and officially launched on the 16
and 17th April, 2011, when University of Qld 
(UQ) mangrove experts, Dr Norm Duke and 
Mr Jock McKenzie, presented an information 
session about mangroves, as well as the 
project methodology and field trials. 
 
 
The aim of Noosa River Mangrove Watch
based monitoring system through the use of moving film, still photography, GPS positioning 
& tracking, resulting in an annual report card to inform planning & resource managers & the 
public about Noosa River mangrove health
River shoreline that has been filmed to date
John’s Landing and south to Lake Weyba. Further footage will be taken 
and January. All data has been forwarded to the 
report & presentation is due in March 2012.
 
 

�

�

�

�

�
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roject  

 
The Noosa River Mangrove Watch Project, 
funded by CfoC Community Action Grants 
(CAG) was introduced to the community in 
February and officially launched on the 16th 

when University of Qld 
(UQ) mangrove experts, Dr Norm Duke and 
Mr Jock McKenzie, presented an information 
session about mangroves, as well as the 
project methodology and field trials.  

Noosa River Mangrove Watch is to engage the local community in a science
through the use of moving film, still photography, GPS positioning 

resulting in an annual report card to inform planning & resource managers & the 
about Noosa River mangrove health. The red tracks on the map show the Noosa 

ilmed to date. NICA volunteers have completed north to 
John’s Landing and south to Lake Weyba. Further footage will be taken between December 

. All data has been forwarded to the UQ Mangrove Hub for analysis, and a final 
presentation is due in March 2012. 

 
 

 

 
�

�

�

�

�

�

�

a science-
through the use of moving film, still photography, GPS positioning 

resulting in an annual report card to inform planning & resource managers & the 
show the Noosa 

NICA volunteers have completed north to 
between December 

Mangrove Hub for analysis, and a final 
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RiverWatch Project 
Tony Haslam 
 
The RiverWatch River education project continued through the year with the boat operating 
almost every week, and the monthly water tests being carried out on all but a couple of 
occasions.  

Funding of approximately $3,720.00 was received in 2010 / 2011 from the Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council, and approximately $5,931.40 was expended in the current financial year. 
The difference was made up from funds carried forward. 

In addition to the monthly ‘Waterwatch’ water testing, the RiverWatch crew did some clean 
up works on an ad hoc basis, and carried out some stream bank inspections. They also took 

part in Clean Up Australia Day.  

The weeding works at the Frying Pan has 
now been added to the RiverWatch portfolio, 
and funded out of River Education allocations. 
This activity is now to be continued twice a 
year, once in September and August of each 
year.  The first round of works in 2010/2011 
resulted in 19 man (person) days of work, and 
the removal of 31 large bags of Singapore 
Daisy. This work was completed just before 
the seasonal closure of the sand banks in 
2010.  

 

The good working relationship established with the SCC Waterways Operations group and 
some joint operations have been carried out and new ones planned.  An example is the 
removal of uPVC tubes around mangroves at John’s Landing 

The boat continues to operate without major problems, and acting on advice from Tony Atkin 
a new ‘Permatrim’ hydrofoil has been installed. This had a beneficial impact on the boat’s 
performance, resulting in a reduction in porpoising.  

The RiverWatch volunteer base continues to expand and now 
numbers around 25 people. 

The seasonal closure of the sand islands used by Migratory 
Birds is not well observed and we continue to seek to increase 
the number of patrols between October and March to at least 3 
per week, and report instances of non compliance to the SCR. 
We are also providing advice to boat hirers about the seasonal 
closure.  

The Mangrove Watch project is now an established operation in the RiverWatch portfolio.  

Maintenance works in the form of a new boat cover are becoming more urgent, and a larger 
biminy is also on the agenda. 

�
�
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NICA Website, YouTube, Facebook, Newsletter and 
Communications 
Maree Prior 
 
The NICA website has been kept up
technically literate active volunteers could assist, especially with social media
some of our uni undergrads will become involved in
projects they volunteer in. 
 
 
 
 
Eco Flicks 2011 
Maree Prior 
 
EcoFlicks 2011 – Sunshine Coast Environmental Film Festival, was held on 5
World Environment Day event at University of the Sunshine Coast (USC)
Queensland School of Film and Television, Sunshine Beach State High School and DERM’s 
Natural Resource Awareness Grant.
 
Major sponsor- The Original Eumundi Market’s Peter Homan and SEQ Catchments officer, 
Susie Chapman, presented awards for EcoFlicks winners. The winning films went on to be 
screened at Sunshine Beach State High School to over 150
the Sunshine Coast during council’s Green June events; and at the Maroochy Arts and 
Ecology Centre during the Summer school holiday program.
 

 
We thank our other sponsors who donated prizes, trophies and publicity: Glasshouse 
Mountains Ecolodge; Noosa Avalon Farm Cottages, Mary Valley Vista, Noosa 5 Cinema, 
Wendy May and Qld Complete Printing.
�
NICA is now preparing for EcoFlicks
week, and has already secured the domain name 
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www.qsft.qld.edu.au

NICA Website, YouTube, Facebook, Newsletter and 

The NICA website has been kept up-to-date for the last year, but this an area where 
technically literate active volunteers could assist, especially with social media- we hope
some of our uni undergrads will become involved in this aspect to promote NICA and 

Sunshine Coast Environmental Film Festival, was held on 5th 
World Environment Day event at University of the Sunshine Coast (USC), with support from 
Queensland School of Film and Television, Sunshine Beach State High School and DERM’s 

Resource Awareness Grant.  

The Original Eumundi Market’s Peter Homan and SEQ Catchments officer, 
Susie Chapman, presented awards for EcoFlicks winners. The winning films went on to be 
screened at Sunshine Beach State High School to over 150 students; at 4 venues around 
the Sunshine Coast during council’s Green June events; and at the Maroochy Arts and 
Ecology Centre during the Summer school holiday program. 

  

We thank our other sponsors who donated prizes, trophies and publicity: Glasshouse 
Mountains Ecolodge; Noosa Avalon Farm Cottages, Mary Valley Vista, Noosa 5 Cinema, 
Wendy May and Qld Complete Printing. 

is now preparing for EcoFlicks 2012 with a boost in funding from SCC announced last 
secured the domain name www.ecoflicks.org.au so watch this space

�

www.qsft.qld.edu.au

date for the last year, but this an area where some 
we hope 

this aspect to promote NICA and 

 June at the 
, with support from 

Queensland School of Film and Television, Sunshine Beach State High School and DERM’s 

The Original Eumundi Market’s Peter Homan and SEQ Catchments officer, 
Susie Chapman, presented awards for EcoFlicks winners. The winning films went on to be 

students; at 4 venues around 
the Sunshine Coast during council’s Green June events; and at the Maroochy Arts and 

We thank our other sponsors who donated prizes, trophies and publicity: Glasshouse 
Mountains Ecolodge; Noosa Avalon Farm Cottages, Mary Valley Vista, Noosa 5 Cinema, 

2012 with a boost in funding from SCC announced last 
so watch this space@�
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Noosa’s Native Plants Surface Design Art Project 
Stephanie Haslam 
 
NICA applied to the Sunshine Coast Council Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) in 
March 2011, to contribute towards the costs of funding 4 x emerging and professional Noosa 
artists and 1 x arts worker, to develop a collection of 2D artwork ready for progressing to 
surface design.  
 
This application was successful, and while the 4 
professional artists commenced investigating surface 
designs featuring local native plants, a Community Art 
Competition was organised for the Sunshine Coast 
Wildflower Festival. Competition entries were displayed 
for two weeks in the Noosa Library during August, along 
with some work-in-progress from the professional 
artists. 
 

50 community artists entered the competition and over 
200 People’s Choice votes came from Library users. 

The winner, Vikki-Rae Burns, was sponsored (by Noosa 
Biosphere Cultural Board) to attend a printmaking 
workshop with Nancy Brown from the Queensland 
Institute of Art.  Nancy held the workshop in Noosa and 
NICA took advantage of this to further explore the 
possibilities of the Surface Design Art Project. 

The final session of Part 1 of the project was held at 
Noosa Library on 28th November when the RADF artists 
presented their designs and explained their methods to 
Art Competition entrants. 

 RADF has funded the professional component while NICA and volunteer hours have taken 
care of the community aspect.  NICA will seek funding for Part 2 of this exciting project that 
will help raise community awareness of the flora native to our area. 

 
�

What Local Native Plant is That?  
Maree Prior 
 
What Local Native Plant is That? (WLNP) Is a program targeting schools, so that the school 
community becomes more familiar with the native plants that are unique to the school’s 
particular ecosystem. This is not an easy task in some schools where all native vegetation 
has been cleared and/or replaced. Wetland areas that have been deemed unusable for 
buildings can become cleared for drainage and weed infested, so NICA’s WLNP aims to 
educate the students about ecosystem values, and best management practice. 
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NICA is now   building a reputation as the one-stop school 
environment shop, and is regularly invited to assist with 
school ‘sustainability’ programs. During the past year NICA 
has worked with Sunshine Beach State High School (Youth 
Mentoring and WLNP); St Thomas Moore and Steiner 
School (WLNP); Kin Kin Primary weed ID and removal; and 
direct contact with 20 schools in the Noosa catchment to 
contribute displays for Noosa Biosphere Day. 
 
Stephanie has worked tirelessly to maintain contact with 
schools, and with a new Australian Curriculum where 
‘sustainability’ is to be embedded across all subject areas in 
the future, NICA is at the forefront in developing positive 
local partnerships. 

 
 
 
Noosa’s Native Plants  
Stephanie Haslam 
 
3,000 copies of editions 1 and 2 have been 
sold.  As a reprint was required, the 
opportunity was taken to rewrite notes about 
each species, add some more plants and 
update scientific name changes.  Some 
photographs were replaced and many more 
added to aid identification of diagnostic 
features. This edition contains sections on 
Fungi and Mosses and Liverworts. 

Edition 3 was launched in August with a get-
together of those involved.  The new book has 
been well-received.  Its connection with the 
www.noosasnativeplants.com.au website 
makes it a useful tool for new residents, 
gardeners (home and professional), and 
people who work in the restoration and 
maintenance of native bushland. 

We were able to fund this publication without seeking outside assistance and, once again, 
profits will go towards NICA’s community education projects. 
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Youth Mentoring Project
Maree Prior 

The need for this project was identified through the SEQ Catchment 
Report Card (Noosa River). The Noosa River had gone back
to a B in the upper sections and in the estuary section it has held steady at a B rating. In 
previous years it has had an A rating. There was an identified
ideals to the next generation. With NICA’s p
commitment by Sunshine Beach State High School
Gifted and Talented class and Yr 11 Marine Studies
youth to become aware of, and invol
developed. These issues were then communicated 

                                                                                                  

 

 

The project involved an introduction to students of all of NICA’s Noosa River Project 
initiatives past and present, aboard the Noosa River Ferry, from the mouth of the river to 
John’s Landing. The students had to document a project of their choice and prod
for EcoFlicks 2011. 

The project was very successful and despite many hiccups of a 
nature, most of the students teamed up to enter a film 
films, comprising nine students were named winne
mentioned as “Best Team Effort”.

‘What Local Native Plant is that?’ (WLNP)
plants and worst weeds, was collated by students as a reference tool. The herbarium can be 
continually expanded by future classes and will form the practical planting/landscaping guide 
for groundstaff of SBSHS. 
�

�

�

�
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Youth Mentoring Project  

The need for this project was identified through the SEQ Catchment Healthy Waterways 
The Noosa River had gone backwards in 2009-2010 from a B+ 

to a B in the upper sections and in the estuary section it has held steady at a B rating. In 
previous years it has had an A rating. There was an identified need to mentor stewardship 
ideals to the next generation. With NICA’s proactive communication with local schools, and a 
commitment by Sunshine Beach State High School (SBSHS) teachers of Yr 10 Science
Gifted and Talented class and Yr 11 Marine Studies-Marine Conservation unit, a program for 

and involved in NRM issues of the Noosa River catchment, 
were then communicated to a wider youth oriented audience, 

 

                                                                                                   

The project involved an introduction to students of all of NICA’s Noosa River Project 
initiatives past and present, aboard the Noosa River Ferry, from the mouth of the river to 
John’s Landing. The students had to document a project of their choice and prod

The project was very successful and despite many hiccups of a technical film production 
nature, most of the students teamed up to enter a film in EcoFlicks 2011. Three student 
films, comprising nine students were named winners, while four other students were 
mentioned as “Best Team Effort”. 

‘What Local Native Plant is that?’ (WLNP), a school based herbarium of Noosa’s local native 
plants and worst weeds, was collated by students as a reference tool. The herbarium can be 

nually expanded by future classes and will form the practical planting/landscaping guide 

�

Healthy Waterways 
2010 from a B+ 

to a B in the upper sections and in the estuary section it has held steady at a B rating. In 
need to mentor stewardship 

roactive communication with local schools, and a 
teachers of Yr 10 Science-

Marine Conservation unit, a program for 
ved in NRM issues of the Noosa River catchment, was 

to a wider youth oriented audience,  

The project involved an introduction to students of all of NICA’s Noosa River Project 
initiatives past and present, aboard the Noosa River Ferry, from the mouth of the river to 
John’s Landing. The students had to document a project of their choice and produce a film 

film production  
in EcoFlicks 2011. Three student 

rs, while four other students were 

school based herbarium of Noosa’s local native 
plants and worst weeds, was collated by students as a reference tool. The herbarium can be 

nually expanded by future classes and will form the practical planting/landscaping guide 
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Projects Development  
Maree Prior 
 
 
The year 2010-2011 has been very busy and productive as can be seen by the number of 
successful projects developed, implemented and acquitted. The real challenge is finding 
innovative and inclusive ways to continue our work with and for the community. Some 
initiatives planned for this financial year include: 
 

·  The introduction of weed monitoring and control near the stormwater monitoring 
sites, with a planned partnership with Noosa State High School and Sunshine Beach 
Surf Lifesaving Club to remove Singapore Daisy near the surf club. 
 

·  Continuation of our partnership with the Sunshine SCUBA Club in underwater clean-
ups and investigating Project AWARE. 
 

·  Building a partnership with University of Sunshine Coast (USC) for Environmental 
Science and Teacher Trainee student volunteers; and official student Work 
Placement. Our first student commences work on 28th November- Welcome John! 
 

·  Application to DERM Awareness Grants to host Seagrass Watch HQ to deliver a 
training workshop for seagrass monitoring volunteers; and in partnership with Noosa 
Biosphere Ltd, run another Noosa River ecosystem ferry trip aimed at river local 
business and tourism. 
 

·  Application to Queensland Arts Council “Creative Projects Support’ to assist in the 
progression of the Noosa Native Plant Surface Design Project. 
 

·  The recent announcement of the successful CAG Noosa North Shore weed removal 
project. 
 

·  Extension of the number of Fishing Line Recovery Bins in the Noosa catchment, 
while maintaining awareness raising activities. 
 

·  Ecoflicks 2012 has received funding from Sunshine Coast Council Major Grants. 
 

·  In my role as a board member of Queensland Water and Land Carers (QWaLC), of 
which NICA is a member, I continue to lobby for all Qld Natural Resource 
Management (NRM) groups, particularly in relation to local NRM groups working 
within their local schools. 
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Clean Up Australia Day 2011 
Joe Jurisevic 
�
Local Clean Up Australia Day co-ordinator Joe Jurisevic wishes to extend a big thank you to 
the 481 volunteers across 23 sites who braved damp conditions to help Clean Up our part of 
Australia on Sunday March 6th.  Volunteers were out in Pomona, Cooroy, Eumundi, Boreen 
Point and along the Coast from Teewah to Peregian Beach. Numbers were boosted by 
several new sites this year and 150 volunteers from Noosa Nippers.  However, volunteers 
were scarce at some other sites.  
 
 
The success of the day was highlighted by 
the 3 tonnes of garbage collected filling 
around 60 cubic metres in skips located 
across the region, plus 2 car bodies 
removed from our State Forests. A mighty 
effort for just 3 hours work, but unfortunately 
showing that some people still have little 
regard for our streets, creeks, rivers and 
bushland. This year, several dump sites 
were cleaned up, and a number of others 
located, most noticeably in bushland along 
Ringtail Ck Rd. 
 
 
All volunteers that participated went into the draw for prizes donated each year by The 
Noosa Sheraton Resort & Spa. This year's winners were Graeme Rogers, who wins a night's 
Accommodation at the Sheraton, and Kerry Cooke, who wins a dinner for 2 at Catos 
Restaurant on Hastings St.  
 
Special thanks also to Sunshine Coast Council, Cleanaway, Cooroy Mountain Spring Water, 
McDonalds Noosaville, Noosa Aquatic Centre, CSP Hire, Image On and Noosa T Shirts for 
regularly supporting the efforts of the community in Clean Up Australia Day. 
 
 

At last but not least many thanks to our site 
coordinators, without whose help the day 
would not happen; Kerry Cooke, Karen 
Eddy, John Gabb, Annie Wilson, Rod and 
Cath Withyman, Carolyn Lansdown, 
Richard and Annette Erhardt, Brian 
Stockwell, Pam Andreassen, Jim Atkinson, 
Cherie O’Sullivan, Belinda Wedlock, 
Charles Agnew, Mary Monteith, Bob Carey, 
Justin and Jill Campbell, Jeff Cush and 
Carol Stephenson, Peter Williams, Susan 
Davis, Tony Haslam, Sonia MacDonald, 
Mat Colefax, Peter Slatterey and Gillian 
Studdock. 

                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

�
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‘Caring for our Country’ Projects   
Tony Haslam  
 
During 2010 / 2011, NICA has been successful in obtaining funding grants from the Federal 
Government’s ‘Caring for our Country’ program for bushland regeneration projects. 
 
The largest of these has been for weeding an area of 14 Hectares behind the fore dunes at 
Noosa North Shore.  This was a partnership between Sunshine Coast Council, Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service and NICA.  Noosa and District Landcare were engaged to carry 
out the on ground work, and it was satisfactorily completed at the end of June.  The amount 
of the grant was $49,500 and it was part of the 2010/2011 CfoC Business Plan. 
 
As part of raising community awareness, presentation was made to the Noosa North Shore 
Working Group about the work, and a community weeding day was also held at Noosa North 
Shore in conjunction with the NPA Botany Group and the wider Community Nature 
Conservation Groups.  This was an extremely successful day, and a significant area of 
fishbone fern was removed. 
 
Community Nature Conservation Groups at Heritage Park, Sunshine Beach, and North 
Peregian were successful in obtaining funds through the CfoC Community Action Grants for 
work in their respective areas.  The coordinators at these sites are to be commended on 
their work, which in all these particular cases is ongoing, and is continuing a long process of 
Nature Conservation Works in the Noosa Biosphere Reserve that not only meets the Noosa 
River Catchment Management Strategy but UNESCO Biosphere Reserve functions as well. 
 
The coordinators, and amounts obtained were; 

·  Heritage Park    Joan Heavey   $21,884 
·  Sunshine Beach   Jill Campbell   $21,994 
·  North Peregian  Steve McCready  $19,713  

 
Funding has also been received from Council’s Major Environmental Grants;  

·  Heritage Park   Joan Heavey     $7,442 
·  Sunshine Beach  Jill Campbell   $11,000 

 
The coordinators and all the volunteers who work at these sites deserve sincere thanks and 
congratulations for their ongoing works. 
 

 
 

Heritage Park – Singapore Daisy before treatment, behind Cederleigh Drive 
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Sunshine Beach - Asparagus showing signs of herbicide treatment and dead casuarinas 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Peregian – Plantathon – 7-5-11 
 


